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Abstract: The epistemology of Indian Knowledge Systems presents a pluralistic and integrative framework for
understanding knowledge and its validity. Central to this framework is the concept of pramana, the means
through which valid knowledge (prama) is attained. Unlike singular or exclusively empirical models of
knowing, Indian epistemological traditions recognize multiple sources of knowledge, including perception,
inference, and authoritative testimony. This study examines the foundational principles of Indian
epistemology by analyzing the theory of pramanas and their interpretations across major philosophical
schools such as Nyaya, Miméamsa, Vedanta, Buddhism, and Jainism. The paper highlights how Indian
Knowledge Systems balance empirical observation, rational inquiry, and experiential insight, reflecting a
holistic approach to knowing. It also explores the contemporary relevance of these epistemological
frameworks in interdisciplinary research, education, and comparative philosophy. By foregrounding
pramanas as dynamic and context-sensitive modes of knowledge, the study underscores the enduring
significance of Indian ways of knowing in both traditional and modern intellectual discourses.
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1| ufe

I T TS H JIAEHTET T oY SR, 38 ST S Seh! ST & Heiferd 3 o 78 T8 Ferd e ot formm st
2 o T I 7 @ ST 3@ Forrerfir w9 & 368 s fopa <1 weha 21 Rt Qeifen et & J1 R AT e A ferar
o T H eI oW T §; Sfoeh 36 FAT—TTq UET I 71 711 8 it q2imef o ST 81 ST A W 7k 8| Soal WIS
Torsiy SR St TG ST STHTT 9 (37997) | STHT il © 3T J Gaieft fgmar s qreifes fiaT & &g 8 wenfua
FAT S (Chatterjee & Datta, 1984)I

X7 ShT AT JHT0T & HATTST §9 6 TS TS &, STATq o AT STk ATEAH § oY F1 30 1T 8| SR fefdeni 4 360
1 R & feaT o6 1 bt SafhoRes g1a o sroir g SgTeres Sshamsti g sitferer wme giar =t s foh fomer w,
HICATS T L &, T FHEHIET 3 9 J14 Rl 98, g AT WIT T L & [T R Ade foewfam forg, e
| 3T o e o6 (10 ok S B Bram M g1 (Matilal, 1986)| 30 3725 H e 4 91 2 ST 6] 1 380 I41e To&
T Yok oY 3T HER % WY Tl AT IT Sifgeh Her=idT bl Ta ST

A 1 i aeifeh Tt 3, STOH-319 ATfareh WaaT & ST, T T ST hi oot 39 He Tt i |re
SRR o foTT, ~=IRT 3 < AT bl “URT Hed T i SReq shi Ik AR(olsh Td H T80T L7 o &Y H Tt fapam s
SeraT 2T wRveT % fore qehRret forsdor o ot foam St o ST e et ohi T o Fid §U I T shi STTUTon
1 T T o AR J1 (1) T ToRaTNa foham STR 36 JehI SIHIHTET i WISt § el (Radhakrishnan, 1951)]
T R=TaTst o ST, 39 9T W SATaes oAt of foh 1 T sTaw foraeeier wre ot ST =fe ST S qeheTd wier §
feera =fey

T T Y ek 1= fafny o st Afaes 3 stfacarTa feiaredl o arer Thisor 2| I ol Fhaed Jui-Tcsh
[T o fore & 7, wifoen Sweh wataworehTt wmred o fore oft weer T mam sefier sheft & amaw are wfowfed form @
o ST (37ferer) 3@ o1 A HROT €, Sfelfoh I 1 Tt SArerwr, Hfersh Tagar i Adqa: Hier (7e7) s AR o S &
(Dasgupta, 1932)| I€ gERIT FHHHET T TS FHdT0T SR SATHSY § Teiferd STk STi(eh AT 3 ot wenfua
T 2

;AR I GIUAT § FETiaT T ST ga7 shi GeaTi e T S S5 o &9 3 §rg 7T 34 aiikfa)
Tt fefae ot o e & Form QT 1 3= 1At 81 ST o e geaaieerd Aes foerféra e S T s
ek o HATEerTa Qe # FHAfTed Fieh, AT TRITeh RIS T 3 THET o S T SATIeh ST TRl giEehion seqa
FLAT 2l

2 | wwor fagid (39 T o A1)

STETOT o7 g SRl T st & e e ot e ST 1 YA § SR I fraei wre A Sush 9 8
TSR TTeRTH | 7HT—3TTq Y FH—ScqT Bl 2| YT YA STeffieh shaed 8 ST | 1 T2t Tt o fof m St
2, afeer 38 ara | oft foF 39 &1 sfifaer 8 fig @an @ ol 38 M, we oy & 38 s1erT fore ST 3eft T st
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THHIHTET 3 3 GIHTCH TTHATAT BT Goaeerd 3 I forswur forehféra foram Sit 6 S ol 3¢9 el & (Chatterjee
& Datta, 1984)|

3 TATH &9 H, 70 e & SiT F1ef o STTET B Ieqw b =12 SR ATV T “SHe JT 3T SUHLUTTCH ShILor” FReaTiere
AT & I 3E o1 I e T & Toh T STeRiiTeh fagme a1 safehotes 7d ¥ =, sfcen foraea gxmreas fsramedi € 3=
BT =T (Matilal, 1986)1 JT AT foraarfierar o 78 SR wRefr awifien fomst & sftfarer ot shsfier o 3o @ ofit st
ST 7 foren i g% fefaret o1 gt s 2

SHTUTT 3T aTRT{e Heea 3ehl agetaTdl §temT § ffea 81 3 g sonfort & foudia s 3 & forelt vk & &
forRroTereRR 3t €, W 3R 37k SO ohi TR AT @, fSH Teieh 370 3uah & | Y 8| Yoael (&), STIHH
(37FT) S ST WA (3768) T AR ST § THR fFAT T 2, S ST (S7AM), 3ttt (s7erfaf) 3R
AT (SFTcloer) STH SAfciTieh FHTOT forfTe THuwrsl SR A1 €] J€ Sgeiale STTHesi= STcllsh, TeheTd for=, Sfven
@Wﬁ&gﬂﬁmm@%aﬁwﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁ@mﬁﬂﬂ—@aﬁwﬁm%(D%gupta, 1932)I

forfre ameifreh et = srort ot &l ST RreRr it e sToe-a1o & @ o, fored vt fefae & gl fomet
1 TTEXS Yohe BIdll 8 =T & J Wl STl ohl STl oh foIq ek 31T AT bl ST IuehTor 71T, Staifeps Hidian o wroq—
forgrerer: Srai—=ht Sfsr argwer & o forwall o S <67 Tora: g, |1 || ST 3 96 Bl b 7R fored T hd g " el o
AFAT T T, ST A1e 3 Seret STTMf ok Sraried e i feerfa o, Fwimieta &9 & 99 38T (Radhakrishnan,
1951)1 3 for=Tarait 3 arasie, g+t oiowreli § 39 a1q W genfta off 3 J1 St Sean ar=r i & wre & & wnfia e
=fey

yaTor forgi <t ueh 311 T3 fersere soreht somaretiv STt Aferen Sftam o6 wmer ey weier 31 e I 1 ST et gk
TG o6 oAU T2, sk Wt STereoT ot HRTaR i it 371 ST ohi gL ot i &TwaT o for foparm e streeftar areffvent 1 fda
A TRT @ Toh Toreatt 1 6 91 37 3 Sea1 BT , STfeh o ST TTelt s ST ST Hied (187) shi ST STl € (Dasgupta,
1932)| 38 TohR TR 1 oRTA o Feiaia Afderar, ST=ror i AT shearor i fidreti & stfamsa 2

HE H, SHTUTT T Rgie I 6 i e afteahe ST we-saaeiier gieeRiT e AT 81 S o G, e S et
FaRe frsIuer ek TR JHHHTET Th T8 ST SfaT YaH T § S STHAST I, TR S ST
AT T o s et TATIUd LT 8| I8 QT sgeralra, Hifered ST Al Tah{d § [ FHHTCA QTR +h [Tt o
T 3Tt off I Heweut T 83T 2

3 | YR g9 § e ST

T STEHTET 5 S T (FATOT) 3 ST ATeHT shl T {1 7T €, TS o767 (Perception), 3797 (Inference) 3R
3755 (Authoritative Testimony) 3TT&ahisT TS {eh ToRTeY  Fatfersh AT 2| 3 =T JHTor STRefer 1 ours Ty sht gewieie
TR 31 o e & 7R 3 ST, TheTa forarer e wTfves 2 TresTenss I i U Sqiard erd § JHfehd i
&1 STl Feidehi = 5 HTOT <R e Sifcrenel] e, stfeeh Toh-gEt o Ik -9 o F § @, STl ook S-S &l H
39 ¥ (Chatterjee & Datta, 1984)|

Tl (PratyakSa) 31 T T el dTcehlioreh ST STATHeR G T T 2| ST ST Si52 31 39k fowai o dush &
3T 36 TS I W 2, S A AT IR HEAeRrdT 98 T BT 8 371 7 &1 ST T =T SR o6 SRI-ehi  Screl T &0
Torsekeror fora, TfeR ST Srere ST oht o 3T o[ § ST fofalT ST Toh| Ivai 3T 3T Torsy Eefeh, AN 2T ST 3 T2
I (Gfdehcys Jeer) St 31t 2 ot feam (Matilal, 1986)| 38 Feh WIS FTHIHTET ScdeT ohi shael el HaeT T,
Sfch T Geafeerd ETcHdh SThaT AT &, ST SITal ST o o # forger it T Y o wehd o
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STTAT (Anumana) I ST 2 SReh HTEA § 1 o o SATER WX deh SR TS &9 8 J1 516 FoRaT ST 81 =1 a1
T ST S ShET T €, STeT g6 faedNuT g (), 987 (o) STk arey (& fag et 8) S s1aal o v |
forT 1T B) G @ 347t oht Suferf sh1 ek fehTerT sHehT IHg SETeTT =1 WA dehaTTiera 3 36 SfTd o e fea fof e
ST SATMH— TN FHIROT I = o Sl HTel ook Fedsie— T T T @ (Dasgupta, 1932)| 38 FohT ST AR
T o TR ST fersdwoTTeneh AT o1 Sfffare T 2, S et & 17T sed gU i qeheTa ST ST T 2

veg (Sabda) & TR e aTferes SHNOT 3 WIS & T FH & ) AFATE A1 A & A, W63 i U8 A1ed % &9 f
gt forarm T 2 S TRt merm TR oS |d ¥ Sca— 2| g aeHT A, fomiwd: Hiwiar 3 aeiq §, ymeia aea—
forTweRt ag =t St oTvia & W forea, S Tk shdle (97) ST TR Ol (3787) o FH o FoTq T ST e STor 77 7/
H (Radhakrishnan, 1951)I qry &, WWWW%W?@T% Toreafier apt g fomam i 29 snfSes womor oft
T 3T e BT AT ST 8 38 GFY T i |e 7R Hereft T o U Hecaqu ATears o &9 § HI-=3T ad o

U Y, e, SITA S 8 HRA G shi Sgerael FTHIHET bl Tiquried shid € $isa STgve), Terurd forer=m i
THTTOTeR ST T shl JTHTCHe: JEdT JeM shi SITdl 2, fSae 19 At foret Wk Sxmrenes qream ook Hiftra 7t fomam e
Ig TR giEhIoT AR I et S <rwifes aRusear sl X@ifshd T 2, el dev-gaesfiar 3 H3R fasgmor @
ST TTEAT o HTEHH H T oAl el ST sh ST &) WaT Srar AT Wi JHTeHeh SgerdTe ST ftferergol 3 i yehia
T HHHTAT TR o foTT Hewaqul 37g DA et T 2

4 | o It wiuRTett # ST

AT FTHHTET T T forfiae aTRifeh ol o s T e ST fomet o wreaw & g3, Sfel Sl 9 = Ja77
el 7ot farfRTe =T s b, fohg |l H o737t S At fefar anm w9 @ formm @ et uehe figia &
T O, ST T TR e SgadTa T JTHHIE R TG S it &, Foree forfire SR STo-37o aTfereh S Atereierelt
STERIVT o STER UT STT-STT THTUT ohl T1ehT i & (Chatterjee & Datta, 1984)|

T 9 1 T FHHIHTET o Tt fersh sqefeerd faaer o foTa STHT STTaT 81 912 = JHToT) oht ToflehR shidT 8— el (Tege),
HIA (HFH), ST (STHT) HIT ST (I765) | =TT SR ehT = ATfeheh TR U Tory a7t fem X 1fH (Araifeh deesie)
T TG STTHH o1 forega frga forenfre fomam = o S1am 3 aft S o STt € et 9 shRoTens &9 @ foaasa
R dTfeheh &9 & Sftfercrot o, fore Frfiwien amifes fofe o 5 # 311 St 2 (Matilal, 1986)1

Hrwrar 29, foRIv &9 @ gd HHiET, w767 JHIOT i Helioe Hecd J&H T €, W dai shl JTTIOTehar shil Harar feidshi
T HA T foh 98 37qies—areiq o1TfS R aHa-ffifa T2, gufere 3 swishie ot o & deifera fowart o werifeg I o
Il 8| FEY Seel HIT FAFH hl SIS FH oh o Tl forarm sirefm 2, ot oft Sfsar srgvrar & o e A farferen forerant
T YT |18 ol T ST STfare JHTT 1T T (Dasgupta, 1932)|

AGTA T HHTET T JIAHTAET hT HATEIR S 34 ATleereh ST ATeoweh O o qeeifor T 21 Said qrm=id: T,
AT SR 18— FHTUTT =Rl Tl LT &, fohe Foriw &0 & STl o 77eq i 57a— 07 Wed—dh T ol & §raT
I 8| 39 AT &Y, 3T Seat TN (ST Tl T hl TRIHTBT F T H GG 2, e Je i 1 Er dere
STeanTfersh |TEHT 3T HYeT (F1eT) | T1fud erar © (Radhakrishnan, 1951)

ateg, FAHAET 10T fHgia 7 U TTeiremTons: JiaT Seqd idl ol figmT it auehifd S et sitg, amifent 3
AT 3 ATV el (Te7&TT) ST STTA (STFHT)— T A [ohT| I2I 3768 o1 Tt STHITOThaT i Ao Fd 5T
Teh e fop aTfreh |Te Sidd: STAT 0 AT BraT 81 sl Freiate afvrehar, freere ik g-@-Faf & sameemies
I WA it &, Tt Frefiwie ek 37 3k reet—2H1 @ S STt © (Matilal, 1986)1
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AT T FAFIAIE (I SI8aT 1 THgia) ST STgTe (MTUet o) W SATaTid Uk forfkre Swtaier givsnior seqd st
1 S T e, STIH 371 3763 Tl e THION et Teftehr At 2, fohg 3 o ot ot aeft @ Fob wwe 9 aifier i
gieenIvr-3TTfa e 21 a8 FHTEER formdT 9 % agaardt v it AR & S @, Sret o gy fiere aened it
TRk T T YQH FAd & (Dasgupta, 1932)I

Ty &9 4, F uft greites o YR 19 et iy fafoear s yefdta st 81 T@fv ywmon i gen o i
Teurfer o1 SRt 598 Hawe €, O oft Tt s 1 39T SEehl SedT % e forsdNur 3 uia Ufderg 81 IeiwiE o uid a8
HeTeTeeh I SgeraTel GiSehioT YR 3 o1 fireh T gl  Ush 7edd Heea gl AMTEH AT STl |

5| \REE AH-UFAAT chi THERTA STHRTRAT

STHTOT g TR AT R FH-0g it 37Tt +ft Goehiet sitfgeh S AT Hawt | STl STefie o g3 8| I Fad
TR R A1 enfifer st qe Eifia T2, afed I o Uia W Sgeel 3R ST gIYeRi SR ! 8 S
TG STAfTRIT ST % | TeS 6 IS 5| g1 b1 sIedT g1 7 & foh WA T THord 69 o o fodsh A
&M A &, ST T qTTed FHTAIETS! 361 90 S o, F((h $H Scad, STTHH, B8 7R STHE i Hev-dagRiiet qor
T eI -9 o ®9 H Hgcd {7 79T € (Matilal, 1986)

Torerr o forerreTrer & &= & et e mET ¥ 7o T 3fE % HRer T A UTe foRAT 31 STHe SHTON st TRl 3
A T Ragidl o FTET 8 S STTWaTcH AT, HaraTcash Reror A fefamefier S=wor ot o1 od &) TR
RIS 39 ST O SR St & fo6 1 3 SerelT ke ST e § e, sifoeh SttaTwe S e St & +ft frg 2t 81 7
gfEhior qea-ATerTiia e A farerefi-shise fareqor o =it @ e =it i foerm < 8, foriosht Jied 3 ret o SHierh
R o T &, ST TaashHl 8§ TR FT RO o TeHIshT i Scafed fohaT TR & (R §RR, 2020)]

TRART FH-TGfat stafdiuelt srgeem § «ff wewul armer <t 2, foriy &9 & ST fag™, T o w-aw
SIE &1 4| =T SR Sl AT 7 foehiid Seaet (e78T) 3 AT (377AT) shi HATURONSAT T FERIA ST o §H,
e SR qoh-Tore & ¢ fomet o ©axl o Foram <11 Ta1 @) fomt T, Afeaer afed ek fagHi 1 deh @ foh MR axi &
sTereT TR wifer ot forsoT e fores o ot 3 fRiare ht qatvTe s 8, S ST, we SfR aRqfsan i dimret & wefia
g (Matilal, 1986)| $HT SR, S SR T SFHHITATE TEATE HIT TUTARTA Feiae o Hew H Foremofi 181 2 ST amisrs 9
WW&WWWWW%W%WWWWW%(Dasgupta, 1932)I

Afereran, fafer ot ardwfes fordres & & & oft vl FrediieT 1 AeH ScaeH 1 21 Yes—aTeTd e aneg—
HIT Afcreh foreteh o feam mraam srer SafrepT, foramer 31T STTIOTshaT o HeatiehH o foTq Ueh ok ok @I SEd idl & FHeRTeA
fergTt 1 7 & ToR Tmey o1 T B G AT O SRe e fermet atefes et # fareera, T S S & 9 et
o ToTT SAia Tl 2, forive gem-stferenan siR fefSeet wifear o 7 (Chatterjee & Datta, 1984)]

VI -5 3l ST ATEATE qerTensh g9 St fares fomst o off Seht SrefirendT 1 ISR et 8| Wt
SHTATET b1 FoRElt - AT AT WEEIATT Tl o &9 H @ o oIS, THeRICl 3T 34 T FaR A s dwurersh
ST o &9 H TR AT 2, S q1Ted F Fagiai o AT SAT=Teish HalTe L §ehdl! 8l I8 JoTeieh Heral J Hereft
TETERHT 2l THTC ot & ST Teh ATereh TTarsit IF4eh a1 oh SIcaTTed ahid o, TSTerH 371k sitfeh ToRTatt ohl HT=id fHerdt
¥ (Radhakrishnan, 1951)l

Y T H, WRAR FH-TE(AT 3 FHRIA NTHhaT et SR, SgedTe 3 Afdesh e 7 ffed 21 31w,
T HIT ETET T SIS AT FHI-ad JAHATET STl T o, WA JH GORIE ST feh e, Sfafersit sqee i
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Aftrer Iifep HarTe bl Hecaqul gMEehIvr ST Xt 8] 34 ol i et THeaien I awiidl & foh Adta et s
+ft U ST T &, ST et stk ST HTTSrR JAITaa T STHHT i T &9 & TTefiren o 88 2

6 | Tewd

T T ST 2l FIHIAIET YA707 bl e T o forareay |eri o &0 H Tfiehi i 8¢ T i ok TG ST sgerarar
TS A T 2l FET R A, TWIE ST 7§ ST o, MR STRi{eh ToRrat 8 iR ffere o qeaie & fag
3R ATeE Tt form) sreret, STTAT ST ST foTeh |ed S 31eh STolT ot weftepa Ueh wmarelt gfyenior o awitdt 2, S
WA [T 2T ST ohi SRR LT & HIFH i Torelt T A1a a1 agla qoh Hfia T2 el

S FTRIeh TORTSAT H SHTUI o STERI § TafererdT o SToI-|Tef | siifaeh Shiesdry, Wi 08 Bt 8| T8t =1 + qrfeheh
forsekeror qt st e, Sl Himie < STt |e ol STTforshet shi Sf e fopam; et 31 i streanfonss stfa & Stier; stg
TR+ e 3T STIHT hl ATIHERAT aT; SIS SR o SIS o ATEH & JHICHe SgadTE i ST SgRIT| 37 et
o STaSTE, T O S T ST 3T O AR ST § T e, ST R T shT el 3T TR i Fa R T
2

queel gey H, wdte e-usfat e, stafdwt s, i sit afie et fomst & fog reemt siadfat
Y& AT Tl ol STTWETHe STTOTH, TohETTd STo0T ST forgeir ESS0T 9T IehT o1t I o1 forforera, fopariarar 3T
TG T & TSI ST RATetl & STET 8| TRATT JIHHHIET i T Siieid 3R STHRIe silfgeh TR & &9 §
TEATHT, IHhT aTRTeh STEEAT T SHTC WA §T AAHH T © Hrefeh HaTa §wel sTaT 2

Jqd:, THOT o1 Fagia 3 FHiuier & STeaae O IR FT sl o1 U el I &g =T =1 I o Jid 38Rt
SEAATEY, HeW-Hogeiier 3T Afdeh & & STeTid gIvehIvT 7 shaet JoTeHe: aX1 shl TG HLdT 8, Sicosh I8 HHEH o [eTg
+ft Toreft ST e AT & foh e TR TR ST ©, 37ef TET ST & ST HHR § o o 2

[1] Chatterjee, S. C., & Datta, D. M. (1984). An introduction to Indian philosophy (8th ed.). Calcutta:
University of Calcutta.

[2] Dasgupta, S. N.(1932). A history of Indian philosophy (Vol. 1). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

[3] Government of India. (2020). National Education Policy 2020. Ministry of Education.
https://www.education.gov.in

[4] Matilal, B. N.(1986). Perception: An essay on classical Indian theories of knowledge. Oxford: Clarendon
Press.

[5] Radhakrishnan, S. (1951). Indian philosophy (Vols. 1-2). London: George Allen & Unwin.

Cite this article
Epistemology of Indian Knowledge Systems: Pramanas and Ways of Knowing: HRI ATl
QORI ST ATTHIATET: HTOT 3T AT & ATIT. (2026). Research Review Journal of Cultural
Heritage and Traditions, 1(1), 30-35. https://rricht.in/index.php/rricht/article/view/5

https://rriepe.in/ 35



https://rrjepe.in/
https://www.education.gov.in/
https://rrjcht.in/index.php/rrjcht/article/view/5

